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Content

Why are there differences in economic development and prosperity between countries?
Research has attempted to identify the social, economic, and political factors that underlie
economic development and performance. While current factors certainly matter for current
economic development, research has shown strong interest in past evolutions too. Accordingly,
economic differences may also be explained by so-called deep determinants of development,

which persist until today.

In this seminar, we will explore and discuss aspects of the deep determinants of economic
development — institutions, geography and culture. We will address questions such as: What
are the long-run effects of the slave trade and colonization? How does past climate variability
affect trust between people today? What is the link between agricultural practices and gender
roles? And through which channels do these aspects persist and affect present-day economic

outcomes?

As we will mainly read and discuss empirical economic studies, we will become familiar with
modern empirical methods, such as fixed effects models, regression discontinuity design or
difference-in-differences. We will also see how causal effects can be inferred from natural

experiments and historical settings.



Target Group

Students should be familiar with regression analysis and have a good understanding of how to
read and interpret econometric results. The seminar will be held in English. The course is
mainly addressed to bachelor students, but master students are also allowed to participate.

However, in case of overbooking, bachelor students are given priority.
Students can earn credit points for the following degree programs:

e Internationale Wirtschaft und Entwicklung (B.A.): Seminar zur Entwicklung

e Economics (B.Sc.): Seminar zur Entwicklung

e Philosophy and Economics (B.A.): Seminar zur Entwicklung

e Internationale Wirtschaft und Governance (M.A.): Individueller Schwerpunkt

e Economics (M.Sc.): Individueller Schwerpunkt

e Philosophy and Economics (M.A.): Individueller Schwerpunkt

e Development Studies (M.A.): D3 (Economics, Governance and Development) or F3

(Topics in Economics and Governance)

Requirements

Seminar participants are required to prepare written work in form of a seminar paper
(approximately 3000 words for bachelor students and 4000 words for master students) on a
research article of choice. They are also expected to deliver an academic presentation (30
minutes) on their assigned research article. Each participant is further assigned a discussant
who will initiate and lead a discussion following the presentation (10 minutes). Active
participation in the discussions is expected of all attendees. The final grade is defined by the

seminar paper (two thirds), presentation and discussion (one third).

Participants may also work on a topic that includes own empirical work (see list of potential
topics below). In this case, both presentation and seminar paper will be about this topic and the
results of the own empirical work. Please contact the lecturer in due time if you are interested

in a topic that includes own empirical work.



Seminar Organization

e There will be a compulsory introductory meeting on the 24.04.2023 from 14:15 to
17:00. All organizational questions should be addressed in this session.

e Presentation of papers take place on 28. and 29.06.2024 from 9:00 to 17:00.
Presentations must be handed in electronically in PDF-versions on the 25.06.2024
(“NameFirstname_pres.pdf”).

e The deadline for the submission of seminar papers is the 30.09.2024. Of course, earlier

submissions are always possible.

All course-related questions should be sent to lara.bieske@uni-bayreuth.de.

Registration

To apply for the seminar (first-come-first-served basis), please fill out the following form,

including your three prioritized research articles by the 19" of April.

https://forms.gle/QiFcmEBC2gkWgphDA

The seminar is limited to 15 participants. Students will be informed before the introductory

meeting about their assigned paper.

Outline of Topics and Literature
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1. Henderson, Vernon J., Tim Squires, Adam Storeygard, and David Weil. 2018. “The
Global Distribution of Economic Activity: Nature, History, and the Role of Trade”. The
Quarterly Journal of Economics 133 (1): 357-406.

2. Nunn, Nathan, and Nancy Qian. 2011. “The potato’s contribution to population and
urbanization: evidence from a historical experiment.” The Quarterly Journal of
Economics 126 (2): 593-650.

3. Pascali, Luigi. 2017. “The Wind of Change: Maritime Technology, Trade, and

Economic Development.” American Economic Review 107 (9): 2821-2854.
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Topics for own empirical project

Please contact the lecturer in due time if you are interested in working on an own empirical

project. Participants may also propose an own topic if it is analyzable within the context of the

seminar.

o~ e

How does missionary activity affect trust levels in Sub-Saharan Africa?

How does missionary activity affect educational levels in Sub-Saharan Africa?
Partitioned ethnicities and performance of local institutions in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Proximity to mines and local institutions.

The link between regional trust levels and GDP per capita.



